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-“My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation”- 
 

The Story of the King
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“Such and so many are the Saviour’s 
achievements that follow from His 
Incarnation, that to try to number them is 
like gazing at the open sea and trying to 
count the waves. For, indeed everything 
about it is marvelous, and wherever a man 
turns his gaze he sees the deity of the 
Word and is smitten with awe.”  

–Athanasius of Alexandria (A.D. 293-373), 
On the Incarnat ion  8.54. 

The shepherds had an angel,  
The wise men had a star, 
But what have I, a little child,  
To guide me home from far,  
Where glad stars sing together,  
And singing angels are?— 

Those Shepherds through the lonely night  
Sat watching by their sheep, 
Until they saw the heavenly host 
Who neither tire nor sleep, 
All singing ‘Glory, glory’  
In festival they keep. 

Christ watches me, His little lamb,  
Cares for me day and night, 
That I may be His own in heaven:  
So angels clad in white 
Shall sing their ‘Glory, glory,’  
For my sake in the height. 

— Christina Rosetti, from “A Christmas Carol: For My Godchildren” 
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Introduction 

Several years ago I stumbled across an advent devotional created by Christ the 
King Presbyterian Church1 in Raleigh, NC. Inspired by this wonderful 
resource, I set out to make a similar devotional for my family. I wanted to 
make a simple resource for my children that helped them understand how the 
coming of Christ into the world fit into the glorious grand story of Scripture. So 
I made the booklet you hold in your hands.  

Let me begin with a few orienting comments about using the devotional. 
You’ll notice a corresponding blank page follows the first ten lessons. We 
encourage our kids to draw and color pictures of the biblical stories on those 
pages. We’ve found that having them produce their own artwork helps them to 
engage and make the devotional their own. (These also become wonderful 
gifts to frame later and give to grandparents!) We pulled together several small 
ornaments that embody each of the biblical lessons. We take turns having one 
of the kids hold the daily ornament before placing it on a small tree after we 
conclude in prayer. This has proven to be another small way of maintaining 
the fleeting attention of our little ones.  

Throughout the devotion you’ll also find references to other resources that 
we’ve found particularly helpful. We use these resources to supplement the 
daily Scripture readings. We’ve benefited from the following books and would 
encourage you to check these out.  

§ The Big Pic ture Story Bible  by David Helm 
§ The Jesus Storybook Bible  by Sally Lloyd-Jones 
§ The Gospel  Story Bible  by Marty Machowski 
§ The Bigges t  Story  by Kevin DeYoung 
§ The Innkeeper by John Piper 
§ The Light l ings by R.C. Sproul  
§ Window on the World  by Daphne Spraggett and Jill Johnstone 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Nick and Allison Roark 
																																																													
1 The devotional was originally accessed here: http://www.ctkraleigh.org/mediafiles/advent-devotional.pdf 
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Prelude 

The Bible isn't a book of rules, or a book of heroes. The Bible is most of all a 
Story. It's an adventure story about a young Hero who comes from a far 
country to win back his lost treasure. It's a love story about a brave Prince who 
leaves his palace, his throne—everything—to rescue the one he loves. It's like 
the most wonderful of fairy tales that has come true in real life! You see, the 
best thing about this Story is—it's true. There are lots of stories in the Bible, 
but all the stories are telling one Bible Story. The Story of how God loves his 
children and comes to rescue them. It takes the whole Bible to tell this Story.  

And at the center of the Story, there is a baby. Every Story in the Bible 
whispers his name. He is like the missing piece in a puzzle—a piece that 
makes all the other pieces fit together, and suddenly you can see a beautiful 
picture. And this is no ordinary baby. This is the Child upon whom everything 
would depend. This is the Child who is the Christ. His birth was a slow burn 
across the ancient horizons. For 400 years, since the prophet Malachi 
anticipated the rise of his healing wings across the sky (Mal 4:2), the deep 
silence of space had been empty of all signs of a redemptive melody. The Magi 
(Matthew 2), seeing the first stirrings of creation’s new birth, began making 
preparations for their historic journey... to attend this, the opening overture of 
the New Covenant. 

The birth of Jesus, God’s Only Son, the eternal Son of God, is truly the greatest 
feat and noblest symphony the heavens or earth have ever witnessed. Never 
have the heavens or earth displayed such a skillful harmony as in the time of 
Jesus’ birth. In the coming weeks we will explore the riches of this narrative 
through a few key themes which in chorus help to illuminate the manager 
scene.  

In the incarnation, the One who is infinite became an infant. Let heaven and 
nature sing, for the King has come! Our King has come. And His Story starts 
where all good stories start. Right at the very beginning...2

																																																													
2 Adapted from Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Jesus Storybook Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007), 17. 
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1. In the Beginning: 
The King of All Creation 

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
Colossians 1:15-17   
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities- all things were created through him and for him.  
17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 18-24 
 
Ornament  – Earth  
 
Jesus is the Word of God through whom all things were created. All things 
were created by Him, through Him, and for Him. The earth symbol reminds 
us that everything was created through Jesus to bring honor and glory to Him. 
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2. Adam and Eve:  
The King Will Rule Over His People 

Genesis 1:27-28  
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them.  
 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”” 
 

Psalm 8 
Psalm of David. 
1 O LORD, our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens.  
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 

you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger.  

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,  

4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him?  

5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
and crowned him with glory and honor.  

6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under his feet,  

7 all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field,  

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.  

9 O LORD, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 25-27 
 
Ornament  – Whale (dominion over all creation!) 



	 9 

 
 
 



	 10 

 

3. The Fall:  
The King Will Reverse The Curse 

Genesis 3:15  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 28-35 
 
What’s the point of the whole Bible in a sentence? Kill the Dragon and get the girl! 
 
Ornament  – Fruit 
 
The fruit reminds us of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the garden. We 
remember that we have all sinned. However, Jesus Christ, the Snake Crusher, 
the last Adam, offers forgiveness from sin, fellowship with God, and life 
everlasting through His obedient life, atoning death, and crowning 
resurrection.  
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4. Noah:  
The King Will Judge The World 

 
Gen. 9:8-13    
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant 
with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 38-47 
 
 
Ornament  – Rainbow 
 
God made a covenant with Noah and used the rainbow as a sign of His 
promise to never flood the earth again. Through Jesus Christ, He has secured 
the new covenant for God’s people. The rainbow reminds us that God saved 
Noah and He will bring everlasting peace to all who trust in His Son Jesus 
Christ. 
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5. Abraham:  
The King Will Bless The World 

Genesis 12:1-3  
“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”” 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 56-61 
 
 
Ornament  – Starry Sky 
 
Abraham was chosen by God to be the father of a great nation, a people that 
would number more than the stars in the sky, a people through whom One 
would come who would bless all nations. The starry sky reminds us that God is 
able to do all things and that He always keeps His word. All those who believe 
in Jesus are children of Abraham, heirs according to God’s promise. All the 
nations of the earth will be blessed through Jesus, the seed of Abraham. 
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6. Isaac:  
The King Will Provide 

Genesis 22:10-14  
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy 
or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 62-69 
 
 
Ornament  – Ram 
 
We see the faith of Abraham in his willingness to give up his only son, Isaac, 
the son whom he loved, before God provided the ram as a substitute. He 
believed that God would provide the sacrifice. He believed God could bring his 
son back to life. God did provide a ram. And thousands of years later, God 
provided the perfect Lamb of God, His only Son, the Son whom He loved, to 
bear the sins of the world. God raised His only Son from the dead and calls all 
men everywhere to trust in Him. 
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7. Joseph:  
The King Will Work All Things For Good 

Genesis 50:20 
20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
 
Romans 8:28 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 
 
Acts 2:23-24  
This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.  24 God raised him up, loosing 
the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 76-83 
 
 
Ornament  – Coat 
 
Even though Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, God eventually 
made him a leader and used him to save those same brothers and their families 
from starvation in Egypt. The coat reminds us that just as Joseph was a savior 
to those who betrayed him, Jesus is the savior of His enemies. God 
demonstrated His own love towards us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
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8. Moses:  
The King Will Rescue His People 

Exodus 3:7 
Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 
Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 
and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
 
Exodus 12:21-27    
Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for 
yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of 
hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of 
his house until the morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to strike the 
Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the 
LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses 
to strike you. 24 You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons 
forever. 25 And when you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has 
promised, you shall keep this service. 26 And when your children say to you, ‘What do 
you mean by this service?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, 
for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the 
Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 84-91 
 
 
Ornament  – Cup 
 
Jesus explained that He was the true and final Passover lamb and that the 
shedding of His blood would forgive sins and secure eternal life for all who 
trust in Him. 
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9. David:  
The King Will Rule Forever 

Psalm 89:1-4 
1 I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.  
2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”  
3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

I have sworn to David my servant:  
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 
 and build your throne for all generations.’” 
 
Isaiah 40:10-11    
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  11 He will tend his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young. 
 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 116-121 
 
 
Ornament  – Crown 
 
David was a shepherd whom God made a king. The crown reminds us that 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, is also our forever King, who rules on the throne of 
David forever.  
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10. Isaiah:  
The King Will Comfort His People 

Isaiah 40:1-2     
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand  
double for all her sins. 
 
Isaiah 55:10-11    
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it. 
 
Jesus Storybook Bible  – pp. 144-151 
 
 
 
Ornament  – Scroll 
 
God’s comforting word will go forth and accomplish the consolation of His 
people. 
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11. Immanuel:  
The King Has Come! 

Isaiah 9:6-7  
6 For to us a child is born, 
   to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
   and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
   there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
   to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
Carol: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Ornament  – Tools 

God is building His Kingdom for His Son, Emmanuel, God with us.
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CAROL | O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Words: Latin Hymn; tr. v. 1, 2, John Mason Neale (1818-1866), tr. v. 3, 4 Henry Sloane Coffin (1877-1954) 
Music: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), Public Domain 
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12. Mary: 
The Mother of The King 
 
 
Luke 1:26-38  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from 
her. 
 
 
Carol: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Ornament  – Lily 
 
The lily represents purity. It had been prophesied that the Savior would be 
born of a virgin. Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus. She was also a 
descendant of David and Abraham.  
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CAROL | O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Words: Latin Hymn; tr. v. 1, 2, John Mason Neale (1818-1866), tr. v. 3, 4 Henry Sloane Coffin (1877-1954) 
Music: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890), Public Domain 
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13. Bethlehem: 
The Birthplace of The King 
 
 
Matthew 2:1-6 
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
 
Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

Ornament  – Bread (Bethlehem – “House of Bread”) 
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CAROL | O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
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14. The Wise Men:  
The Nations Worship The King  
 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 
Carol: We Three Kings 
 
Ornament  – Star 
 
A star led the wise men to Jesus. When they saw Him, they bowed down in 
worship and presented Him with gifts. This Christmas we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus who is the greatest gift of all. All nations will honor Him and shower 
Him with praise. 
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CAROL | WE THREE KINGS 
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15. Herod: 
A King Attacks The King 
 
 
Matthew 2:13-18 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 
And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 
 
Carol: What Child Is This 
 
Bed Time Book: John Piper’s The Innkeeper 
 
Ornament  – Rod with a Snake 
 
As we celebrate the coming of the Christ, we must never forget the kind of 
world He was born into. In the manger we see the Warrior who was born to 
slay the dragon. We see that the dragon instinctively knew the nature of the 
threat and tried to do what dragons always do. The dragon raged all through 
the streets of Bethlehem because his time was short. We sing praises to the 
Son of Eve who has crushed the dragon and will one day slay him forever. Of 
the increase of His government there will be no end. In the end, Jesus will kill 
the Dragon and get the girl! 
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CAROL | WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

 

 

 
 

Words: William C. Dix (1837-1898); 
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Music: Trad. English Melody, 16th c.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901), Public Domain 
 

16. Mary’s Song:  
A Song For The King 

Luke 1:46-55 
46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
   For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
   and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
   to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 
Carol: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

Ornament  – Heart 
 
God’s heart is full of mercy that He has poured our richly on all of His 
servants. 
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CAROL | COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

 
 
 



	 38 

 

17. Zechariah’s Song:  
A Song For The King  
 
 
Luke 1:68-79 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
   in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies 
   and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
   and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
   in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
   whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
Carol: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
Ornament  – Sandals  
 
Zechariah was the father of John the Baptist who said of King Jesus: “After me 
comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie.” (Mark 1:7) 
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CAROL | COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 
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18. Angels’ Song, Part I: 
A Song For The King  
 
 
Luke 2:8-20 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
   and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Carol: What Child is This 
 

Ornament  – Angel 
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CAROL | WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

 

 

 
 

Words: William C. Dix (1837-1898); 

Music: Trad. English Melody, 16th c.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901), Public Domain 
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19. Angels’ Song, Part II: 
A Song For The King  
 
 
Luke 2:9-14 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
   and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 
Carol: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Ornament  – Staff  
 
 
The staff reminds us that the Lord first revealed the arrival of the King to the 
shepherds. God often chooses the lowly and despised in our world to display 
His glory and His grace.  
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CAROL | HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

 

 
 

 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. George Whitefield (1714-1770) 
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Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); arr. William H. Cummings (1831-1915), Public Domain 

20. Shepherds’ Song:  
A Song For The King 
 
 
Luke 2:8-20 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
   and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Carol: Angels From the Realms of Glory 
 

Ornament  – Lamb 
 
The lamb reminds us of the shepherds who sought out baby Jesus in 
Bethlehem shortly after he was born.  
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CAROL | ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 
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21. Simeon’s Song:  
A Song For The King   
 
 
Luke 2:22-35 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up 
in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
   according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
   and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword 
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 
 
Carol: Angels From the Realms of Glory 
 
Ornament  – Prayer shawl  
 
Simeon and Anna prayed for the day when their Messiah would finally come.  
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CAROL | ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 



	 48 

 
 

22. The Cross:  
The Death of The King 
 
 
Luke 23:32–46 
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 
and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  
 
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 
Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for 
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour, 45 while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
 
Carol: Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
 

Ornament  –  Cross 
 

The story of Christmas makes no sense without the story of the cross. Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Jesus was born in order to die.  
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CAROL | COME BEHOLD THE WONDROUS MYSTERY 
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23. The Resurrection:  
The King Lives Forever 
 
John 20:1-18 
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 
Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
  
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 
into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 
had said these things to her. 
 
Carol: In Christ Alone  
 
Ornament  –  Blank circle ornament (for empty tomb) 
 
Jesus rose again! Our King is alive, never to die again!  
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CAROL | IN CHRIST ALONE 
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24. The Word:  
The King Is God Incarnate  
 
John 1:1-18 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and 
his own people did not receive him.12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, 
he has made him known. 
 
 
Carol: Silent Night 
 
Bed Time Book: RC Sproul’s The Lightlings 
 
Ornament  –  Candle 
 
 
Jesus is the Light of the world, the eternal Word made flesh.  
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25. Joy to the World:  
The King Has Come!   
 
 
Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each 
to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.6 And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
Colossians 2:9 
For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 
 
Carol: Joy To the World 
 
Ornament  – Baby 
 
The baby reminds us that in Christ, God is with us. Jesus is God in the flesh.  
Let earth, all nations, receive her King! Let the nations praise you, O God! 
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CAROL | JOY TO THE WORLD! 

 

 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748); 

Music: George Frederick Handel (1685-1759), arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), Public Domain 
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Postscript:  
The King Is Coming Again!   
 
Titus 2:11–14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
 
Revelation 22:20–21 
“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 
 
Carol: Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending 
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CAROL | LO, HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING 

 

Words: John Cennick (1718-1755), alt. by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: Traditional English, arr. Martin Madan (1726-1790), Public Domain
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The House of Christmas 
By G.K. Chesterton 
 
There fared a mother driven forth 
Out of an inn to roam; 
In the place where she was homeless 
All men are at home. 
The crazy stable close at hand, 
With shaking timber and shifting sand, 
Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand 
Than the square stones of Rome. 
For men are homesick in their homes, 
And strangers under the sun, 
And they lay on their heads in a foreign land 
Whenever the day is done. 
Here we have battle and blazing eyes, 
And chance and honour and high surprise, 
But our homes are under miraculous skies 
Where the yule tale was begun. 
A Child in a foul stable, 
Where the beasts feed and foam; 
Only where He was homeless 
Are you and I at home; 
We have hands that fashion and heads that know, 
But our hearts we lost – how long ago! 
In a place no chart nor ship can show 
Under the sky’s dome. 
This world is wild as an old wives’ tale, 
And strange the plain things are, 
The earth is enough and the air is enough 
For our wonder and our war; 
But our rest is as far as the fire-drake swings 
And our peace is put in impossible things 
Where clashed and thundered unthinkable wings 
Round an incredible star. 
To an open house in the evening 
Home shall men come, 
To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 
To the end of the way of the wandering star, 
To the things that cannot be and that are, 
To the place where God was homeless 
And all men are at home. 3 

 

																																																													
3 G.K. Chesterton, “The House of Christmas” in The Collected Works of G.K. Chesterton, Volume X: Collected Poetry, Part I, 
(San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1994), 139-40. 


